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CONTACT US

We are delighted to welcome you to Western’s beautiful campus to
share insights, explore new ideas, and forge lasting connections in our
TRIDENT community of researchers and stakeholders. The TRIDENT
AGM offers a unique opportunity to dive into the latest progress
towards TRIDENT’s goals and to collaborate with peers who are
shaping the future of neuroscience drug discovery.

Over the course of the AGM, you’ll have the chance to participate in
dynamic presentations, interactive workshops, and exciting networking
opportunities led by some of the most respected experts in our field.
Each session has been carefully curated to encourage thought-
provoking discussions and practical takeaways for our diverse
audience of attendees. Please take a moment to review the AGM
itinerary, where you’ll find a detailed schedule, along with further
information about the session leaders and the TRIDENT platform.

TRIDENT (the TRanslational Initiative to DE-risk NeuroTherapeutics)
is the culmination of thirty years of collaborative research in diverse
fields of neuroscience, brought together in a groundbreaking proof-of-
concept approach to preclinical evaluation of neurotherapeutics. By
integrating the appropriate testing models with the best technology
and teams of world-leading experts, TRIDENT will make it less risky to
develop treatments for brain diseases, will save companies money,
and will help get effective therapies to patients faster. We are grateful
for the support of a $24M grant from the Government of Canada’s
New Frontiers in Research Fund (NFRF) to demonstrate the efficacy
of this revolutionary platform. 

Thank you for taking the time to join us and share your invaluable
insights and knowledge. I look forward to making the most of this
opportunity to connect, learn, and innovate together.

On behalf of the entire TRIDENT team, welcome, 
and I hope you enjoy the AGM.

Best,
Ravi Menon, Ph.D., FCAHS, FRSC
TRIDENT Principal Investigator

WELCOME TO THE FIRST
TRIDENT AGM
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CONTACT US

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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TRIDENT would like to acknowledge that CAMH,
McGill University, the University of Toronto, and
Western University lie on lands shared through the Dish
with One Spoon Covenant Wampum and are located
on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabek,
Haudenosaunee, Lūnaapéewak, Chonnonton and
Huron-Wendat peoples. 
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CONTACT US

DAY 1 ITINERARY

TRIDENT- Western University Life Design
Seminar
Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Amphitheatre A

Refreshment Break

Interdisciplinary Therapeutic
Evaluation Panel Meeting

Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Nourishment Hub

Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Juniper Room

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM

November 18, 2024

Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Nourishment Hub

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM

10:00 AM - 10:15 AM

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM

Career Exploration: Finding Your Path To
Opportunities and Success Seminar 
Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Amphitheatre A

10:15 AM - 11:15 AM

11:15 AM - 12:00 PM

Icebreaker Lawn Games
Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Outdoor Green Space

Breakfast

Parallel Sessions: For TRIDENT HQP 

Parallel Session
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8:30 AM - 9:00 AM
Opening Remarks by Dr. Ravi Menon 
Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Amphitheatre A

TRIDENT AGM



CONTACT US

DAY 1 ITINERARY

TRIDENT Advisory Council Meeting (closed session)
Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Juniper Room

Industry and Regulatory Think Tank

Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Amphitheatre A

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

Luncheon
Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Asher's Dining Room

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

2:00 PM - 4:30 PM

TRIDENT AGM Group Photo
Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Asher's Dining Room

2:00 PM - 5:00 PM (Refreshment Break will be provided)

Highly Qualified Personnel - TRIDENT Facility Tour
Ivey Spencer hotel shuttle pick up 2:15 PM

Robarts Research Institute pick up 4:30 PM

Networking Cocktails and Dinner
5:15 PM - 8:00 PM

Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Asher's Dining Room

Neuro Expert Mixer (in-person only)

Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Amphitheatre A

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

November 18, 2024

5:00 PM - 5:15 PM

Parallel Sessions: For TRIDENT HQP

Parallel Sessions
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DAY 2 ITINERARY

Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Amphitheatre A

8:00 AM - 8:45 AM

Continental Networking Breakfast
Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Nourishment Hub

7:00 AM - 8:00 AM

8:45 AM - 9:30 AM

iPSC & Organoid Update

Mouse Update
Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Amphitheatre A

November 19, 2024
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Bus Departure and Taylor Prize Scientific
Lecture / Western University Campus Tour

Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Amphitheatre A

9:30 AM - 10:15 AM

10:35 AM - 12:10 PM

10:15 PM - 10:35 AM

Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Amphitheatre A

Marmoset Update

Sex-Based Analysis+ Update

Keeley Lecture Hall, Western University Dental Sciences Building

TRIDENT AGM



CONTACT US

DAY 2 ITINERARY

3:00 PM - 3:10 PM

2:30 PM - 3:00 PM

Refreshment Break
Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Nourishment Hub

3:10 PM - 3:30 PM

Data Management and Sharing Update

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM

Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Amphitheatre A

Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Amphitheatre A

12:30 PM - 1:30 PM

Preclinical Assessment of Translation to Humans 
(PATH) Lunch and Lecture*
*lunch will be served beginning at 12 PM for attendees remaining at the conference venue

PATH TRIDENT Workshop

Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Amphitheatre A

Grab and Go Dinner Pickup and Shuttle Departure
(out of town attendees)

12:10 PM

Bus Pickup from Taylor Prize Scientific
Lecture / Western University Campus Tour
Western University Dental Sciences Building

Open Science, Practices and Policies Update
Spencer Leadership Center - Amphitheatre A

3:30 PM - 3:40 PM

Ivey Spencer Leadership Center - Amphitheatre A

November 19, 2024
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CONTACT US

THE TRIDENT PLATFORM

The TRIDENT platform aims to provide expert validation of proposed
neurotherapeutics using 3 integrated model systems (iPSC &
Organoid, Mouse, and Marmoset) and modalities of translational
biomarkers (Cognition, Imaging, and Molecular) with Sex-Based
Analysis+, Open Science, and impartial decision-making embedded
throughout the platform. 

TRIDENT aims to close the gap across the “valley of death” – the
crucial phase between pre-clinical lab testing and human trials of
drugs and their subsequent commercialization, where most
compounds fail. By leading real and lasting change in the way
therapies are preclinically tested for neurodegenerative disorders,
TRIDENT will dramatically improve their chances of success in
clinical trials, benefiting millions of patients worldwide.
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TRIDENT PARTNERS
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TRIDENT leverages the support and expertise of renowned research
groups across multiple leading Canadian research institutions.
TRIDENT aims to create an agile and scalable platform that will
attract key partnerships and maximize capacity for impactful
collaboration and discovery.

The Joel Watts 
              Lab

Everling
Laboratory For
Neural Circuits

Sensory & Social 
Brain Mechanisms

 Lab

Galea Lab

TRIDENT AGM



For More Information Check Out Our 
Website tridentpreclinicaltrials.org/advisory

Or Email info@tridentpreclinicaltrials.org

CONTACT US

ADVISORY GROUPS
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The TRIDENT platform is councilled using a horizontal,
consensus-driven management structure to promote
trans- and interdisciplinary practices.

TRIDENT AGM



CONTACT US

TRIDENT-WESTERN UNIVERSITY
LIFE DESIGN SEMINAR
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 November 18, 2024, 9 AM - 10 AM

Zoom Meeting Link
https://westernuniversity.zoom.us/j/93300686650

Seminar Overview
Life Design harnesses design thinking methods to tackle key questions and major
decisions surrounding key facets of a person's life including education, career, and
overall life’s ambitions and purpose. Life Design was originally introduced by Bill Burnett
and Dave Evans at Stanford University's d.school (Design School) in Stanford,
California, U.S.A. It became widespread with the publication of their book, Designing
Your Life in 2016.

The TRIDENT-Western University Life Design Seminar is customized to the needs of
neuroscience trainees and students, and is part of the TRIDENT mandate to support and
develop the next generation of neuroscientists.

Seminar Leaders

Dr. Meghan O'Hara
Program Specialist, Graduate Student Life 

Western University

Ann Ayinde
Career Coach

Western University

TRIDENT AGM
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CAREER EXPLORATION:
FINDING YOUR PATH TO
OPPORTUNITIES AND SUCCESS
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 November 18, 2024, 10:15 AM - 11:15 AM
Zoom Meeting Link
https://westernuniversity.zoom.us/j/93300686650

Seminar Overview
A career in science can be rewarding and fulfilling, allowing individuals to contribute to society by
discovery and making advancements that can make real impact through research and innovation.
While there are a wide variety of career avenues one can take, it can be daunting to find what
direction to take that can be personally fulfilling. This presentation, led by an industry expert and
Western University alumni Dr. Samuel Chuang will share valuable lessons learned on a career
journey that has spanned academic, industry and contract research organization careers.

Learning Objectives
Gaining insight into the work life of different career areas
Learning ways to finding career paths may be fulfilling
Using tips and strategies to successfully pursue your desired career

Event Speaker
Dr. Chuang has over 25 years of academic, biotechnology and nonclinical CRO research
experience. He leads a global team of scientists with extensive regulatory and scientific
experience in drug development. Dr. Chuang collaborates with biotechnology and pharmaceutical
companies, medical institutions, and academics worldwide, by creating, advising, and monitoring
nonclinical regulatory safety programs. He provides expertise covering a variety of areas including
drug classes (new chemical and biotherapeutic entities, advanced cell and gene therapies, etc.),
medical devices and therapeutic areas.

Dr. Samuel S. Chuang, PhD, 
Senior Director, Scientific 

Advisory Services
Charles River Laboratories

TRIDENT AGM



INTERDISCIPLINARY
THERAPEUTIC EVALUATION
PANEL (INTEP) SESSION 

CONTACT US
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Zoom Meeting Link
https://westernuniversity.zoom.us/j/96082246206

InTEP Overview
The Interdisciplinary Therapeutic Evaluation Panel (InTEP) serves as an impartial committee to
review pre-clinical evidence at key decision points during the evaluation process, and makes
recommendations regarding which neurotherapeutics should enter the TRIDENT pipeline, as well
as advance within the pipeline.

Session Agenda
Welcome1.

Roundtable Introductions2.

InTEP Purpose, Aims, Duties, Scope3.

Compound Submission Dry Run 4.

Wrap Up and Next Steps5.

Session Leaders

 

Dr. Aled Edwards
 InTEP Co-Chair

Dr. Jonathan Kimmelman
 InTEP Co-Chair

For More Information About The InTEP
Check Out Our Website

tridentpreclinicaltrials.org/advisory

 November 18, 2024, 10:30 AM - 12 PM

TRIDENT AGM
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TRIDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL
(TAC) SESSION
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 November 18, 2024, 1 PM - 2 PM

Zoom Meeting Link
https://westernuniversity.zoom.us/j/93300686650

TAC Overview
The TRIDENT Advisory Council (TAC), comprised of representatives of all platform
stakeholders, reviews all activities related to the project and provides recommendations as to the
best approaches to ensure its success as an innovative platform that meets the requirement of
the population it helps. The TAC also provide strategic insights on the direction of TRIDENT’s
research, policies, knowledge mobilization activities, and public/private partnership strategies.

TAC Members

Session Agenda
Welcome

Roundtable Introductions and Feedback

TAC Overview

Discussion Point

Wrap Up and Next Steps

Dr. Samuel Chuang
Senior Director, SAS 

Charles River Laboratories

​
​​

Dr. Karen Lee
President & CEO

Parkinson Canada
​

​Dr. Jane Rylett
​Scientific Director

CIHR Institute of Aging

Heather Innes
Community Engagement

 Coordinator
Parkinson Society 

SW Ontario
​

Dr. Ariel Louwrier
President and CEO

Stressmarq Biosciences

​​

For More Information About The TAC 
Check Out Our Website

tridentpreclinicaltrials.org/advisory

Dr. Lynn Beattie
Director & President

CLEAR ​

​David Lee
Chief Regulatory Officer

Health Canada

​Dr. Mira Puri
Manager, Science Initiatives

Azreili Foundation

TRIDENT AGM
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TRIDENT NEURO EXPERT MIXER
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 November 18, 2024, 1 PM - 2 PM

Session Aim
 To provide participants with an additional opportunity to network and engage with top neuro
experts
To provide an opportunity for participants learn about diverse career pathways in
neuroscience 

Session Coordinators
Kate Placide, Western Research Partnership Development Manager, 

       Neuroscience and Imaging 
Shehrbano Khan, TRIDENT Administrative Officer 

Session Leaders
Dr. Shairaz Baksh, CEO, BioImmuno Designs
Dr. Murali Gopalakrishnan, Global Head, Neuroscience & Evaluation, Abbvie  
Dr. Joseph Mancini, Vice-President of Research, adMare BioInnovations 
Dr. Viviane Poupon, President and CEO, Brain Canada
Dr. Amyn Sayani, Head of Medical Evidence, AstraZeneca  
Dr. Marc Shenouda, Chief Executive Officer, Neuropeutics Inc.
Dr. Tae Joon (TJ) Yi, Associate Director, Immunology, Krembil Foundation 

Session Agenda*
 Introduction1.
Industry Expert Introductions2.
Industry Expert Table Talks3.
Participants will be split into groups of approximately 5-10 participants, and 

       directed to a table talk led by one of the session Industry Experts. 
Participants will have the opportunity to engage with each Industry Expert for 

       10 minutes, and rotate between table talks in the order provided. 
    4. Wrap up 

*Unfortunately due to the format of this session, we will be unable to accommodate Zoom
  participation

TRIDENT AGM

https://www.linkedin.com/in/shairaz-baksh-805b75213/?originalSubdomain=ca
https://www.linkedin.com/in/muraligopalakrishnan/
https://www.abbvie.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/joseph-mancini-a63ab613/?originalSubdomain=ca
https://www.admarebio.com/en/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/amynsayani/?originalSubdomain=ca
https://www.astrazeneca.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tae-joon-yi/?originalSubdomain=ca
https://www.krembilfoundation.ca/


Zoom Meeting Link
https://westernuniversity.zoom.us/j/93300686650

Session Aims
Engage key industry stakeholders in a bi-directional conversation that will gather feedback on
what TRIDENT needs to do to prove its concept, gain insight about partner expectations, and
collect ideas on how TRIDENT can help smoothen the path to regulatory affairs. 

Session Agenda
Introduction1.
Initial Discussion Point2.
Breakout Sessions3.
Full Group Discussion4.
Conclusions5.

Breakout Session 1: TRIDENT Now
Room: Amphitheatre A 
Leader: Dr. Ravi Menon 
Reporter: Dr. Liisa Galea
Coordinator: Dr. Sriram Jayabal

Breakout Session 2: TRIDENT Future 
Room: Juniper 
Leader: Dr. Tom Durcan 
Reporter: Dr. Joel Watts 
Coordinator: Shehrbano Khan

Breakout Session 3: TRIDENT Policy Appeal 
Room: Cherry
Leader: Dr. Jackie Sullivan
Reporter: Kate Placide
Coordinator: Sarah Brennan

CONTACT US

INDUSTRY & REGULATORY
THINK TANK
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 November 18, 2024, 2 PM TO 5 PM

TRIDENT AGM
























